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Objectives: Children’s "Play" plays a central role in their development, and a father’s participation in
raising children is as important as a mother's. This study examined the extent to which fathers’
parenting behavior with their preschool children influenced their academic achievement and school
adjustment through children’s’ peer play behavior during the period of transition to elementary school.
Methods: Using the Panel Study of Korean Children (PSKC), the present study included data on a
total of 1,526 children and their father from 2013 (Time 6) to 2015 (Time 8). The hypothesized model
was analyzed using structural equation modeling in Mplus 7.31.

Results: Findings indicated that warmth of father’s parenting behavior at age five positively influenced
children’s peer play behavior at age six, increasing interaction and reducing disconnection. It also
influenced children’s school adjustment at age seven. Results indicated that the effects of the role of
father’s warm parenting behavior on children’s academic achievement and school adjustment were
mediated through peer play behavior. These results suggest the importance of father’s warm parenting
behavior and children’s peer play behavior for their academic achievement and school adjustment during
the transition to elementary school.

Conclusion: These findings support the proposition that fostering a father’s parental warmth and
encouraging children’s peer play would be a fruitful avenue to promote academic achievement and
school adjustment during the transition to elementary school. In other words, this study explains the
continuity of development from infancy to early school age and verifies that fathers’ parental warmth
and children’s peer play in infancy are not limited to infancy through a series of long-term
developmental pathways. Therefore, to improve school adaptation that affects social and cognitive
development after entering elementary school, measures should be presented to support children’s
play, and to support fathers’ warm parenting behavior in the future.
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Table 1
Means, Standard Deviations, and Correlations Among Variables
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Father’s parenting 1. Father’s warmth B
behavior } .
Children’s peer play 2. Interaction .07* -
behavior 3. Disconnection -.08* 37 -
4. Disruption -.05 -34% 59—
Children’s academic 5. Academic studies 11" 8% _20%F - 18%* —
achievement 6. National language J10% 200 -23% -7 91 —
7. Mathematics 0% 16% -22% 17 90 88—
Children’s school 8. School life LOME 21K L 1T7FF L 35%F 4T7FF 45RF 440 —
adjustment 9. Academic performance  09**  27*%F  _20%  _24%F  47%F  48%F 43 63FF
10. Peer 3% 25% 21 13 .60** LGOI 54%* S9*k 73x* —
M 3.62 3.08 1.64 193 417 415 433 408 437 3.83
SD .63 45 .58 52 1.02 .97 .88 .94 91 .85
Skewness =21 -.58 1.16 .65 -1.23  -1.14  -1.46 -1.08 -.70 -.63
Kurtosis 43 .99 1.28 -.04 1.02 65 1.93 .32 31 .02
*p<.05.%p<.0l
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Figure 1. Path model of the mediating effects of children’s peer play on the relationship between father’s warm parenting behavior
and children’s academic achievement and school adjustment. Standardized coefficient are presented.

*p <.05.%p <.01. **p < .001.

Table 2

Indirect Effects of Father’s Warm Parenting Behavior on Children’s Academic Achievement and School Adjustment with Childrens Peer Play

Behavior as Mediators

95% C.L
Path B Lower Upper
Father’s warm —  Children’s peer play  Interaction — Children’s academic .007 .001 .033
parenting behavior behavior Disconnection achievement 016 .007 .057
Disruption -.001 -.018 .005
Children’s peer play  Interaction Children’s school 015 .003 .058
behavio Disconnection adjustment .009 .002 042
Disruption .003 -.003 .027
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